
Ashburn Elementary School  
PTO Meeting 

19 September 2019 

Welcome and Announcements 

• Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm and we have quorum 

• Introductions from Christen 
o Bit about Christen (son is in 1st grade) 
o October meeting is at House 6 Brewery, not at AES 
o Goals: 

▪ Communication: we will be posting information in multiple places will 
be repeated at FB, Instagram, email, website, etc.; that’s to hit 
multiple people that may not be on all platforms. October’s focus is the 
website to get it up to date. 

▪ Transparency: we will aim to share everything, sharing things ahead of 
time as much as possible -- agendas, budgets, etc. 

▪ Community: we will be working to build an even bigger and better 
community at AES; come to events, meet your kid’s friends’ parents; try 
to volunteer for at least one event this year 

o Membership has increased this year, which has been a push for the PTO board 
and we have been successful ☺   

▪ 44 teachers have joined which is a huge percentage of the staff 
▪ 120 families have joined as of this morning, which meets our goal; but 

we are still striving to get more people directly informed by the PTO 
o Two cool things we did at the start of the year 

▪ Welcome back picnic was a free family event and very low key. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy it and get to resynch and reset for the year 

▪ The PTO paid for and set up in a nursing mother’s room for the many 
new moms that worked here at the school to help them out; the hope is 
to do some kind of new project to improve the school pre-start next 
year, too 

Officer Reports 

• Treasurer – Kim Edwards 
o A bit about Kim (4th and 1st graders at AES) 
o Last year’s budget: Many things happened between May and 30 June since the 

last meeting, but none of it was super significant – all was expected 
expenditures or income; we ended up with $14,100 that went into our bank 
account after last year which will hopefully offset some of the fundraising 
losses we will have to sustain this year until we can find new income 
supplements 

o This year’s budget:  
▪ Income: Since July 1 we have had a spirit night that made $49; we also 

believe we get $170 from our ModPizza spirit night & $43 from Amazon 
Smile (every three months we get paid). We also had a lot of 
membership dues come in (reference Christen’s report), and spirit wear 
sales. We received funds from our school supply boxes. Work has been 
ongoing for the grade level tee-shirts to offset those costs 

▪ Expenses: paid up front for the February assembly; brought in food for 
the teachers who enjoyed Rubinos; we received teacher allotments 
(which were increased to $175 for this year) to help with classroom 
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supplies; academic funding requests for scholastic magazines were paid 
out; spirit wear was ordered; lots of mulch for landscaping; we paid for 
PL training for some of the teachers; operating expenses such as 
insurance and fees. Flagged again the loss of Giant grocery bucks 
fundraiser and the need to make the difference up. 

• Fundraising – Anissa Willis 
o A bit about Anissa (currently has a 5th grader) 
o Fundraising in the throes of it now with the boosterthon, if we do well enough, 

we will pull back in Spring. The team is on campus jazzing up the kids and 
teaching character development in addition to donations. The goal is to 
enhance the courtyard to make an outdoor classroom that is more usable and 
inviting to the teachers and kids. We need $25000 for the fundraiser to be able 
to make the PTO function and have enough to do the classroom. We have 
posted the dancefit times for everyone to know when each grade will be 
running, volunteer to help, or just come and have fun! The class with the 
highest number of registrations will have an extra 30 minutes of recess, and we 
will be working on additional motivational activities. Additionally, if we get 
donations from all 50 states, the principal and assistant principal will dress up 
as superheroes. 

o Harris Teeter is the only grocery store giving us money this year so we have to 
get people enrolled online to link the card to the school! 

• Academics – Emily Smith 
o A bit about Emily (currently has a 4th and 1st grader) 
o This position gets the requests from the teachers for academic support that is 

required beyond the teacher allotments.  
o Mrs. Feller is requesting supplies for a poster maker. The cost is $1200 split 

50/50 with the school. It is a tool used by the school and the PTO, and should 
last about 5 years; the current one is broken (about 5-6 years ago). Kim noted 
that we just bought a bunch of new supplies for the old one, so requested they 
be pulled out to use in the new one so as to not waste that expense. 

o Emily makes a motion to approve $600 to be spent on the new poster maker. 
The motion was seconded by Mrs. Walthour. Vote was unanimously approved by 
voice vote.  

o Kim asked a clarifying question as to where to place the expense – it was 
decided it would go under code 5150. 

• Communications – Lanie Sano 
o A bit about Lanie (currently has a 2nd grader) 
o We are working to get the word out more – newsletters, emails, FB, etc, as well 

as Google Docs with everything in one place. Looking for new avenues of 
communication (other than twitter!) so if you have ideas please let her know. 

• Secretary – Ashley Brody 
o A bit about Ashley (currently has a 2nd grader) 
o She takes the minutes and will work to get them out for review so if people see 

issues or have questions, just reach out. 
o Ashley moved to approve the May minutes. Motion was seconded by Christen. 

Vote was unanimously approved by voice vote. 

Page  of   2 6



Ashburn Elementary School  
PTO Meeting 

19 September 2019 

Principal’s Report 

• Great start to the new school year 

• Currently hovering around 600 students and now have 4 full day kindergarten classes 

• We met or exceeded all our targets and are fully accredited 

• Students in 3-5 brought home their chrome books – their homework is to bring them 
back charged; common sense media lessons are taught to the kids so they can know 
how to use their devices safely. Gaggle is in use and monitors the activity on the 
chromebooks and looks for inappropriate or concerning content and alerts the 
administration of any issues so they can reach out 

• We use personalized learning (PL); working to identify and develop plans for kids that 
need to catch up, be extended, and are on grade level to be met where they are. We 
had some fun with launching PL (Mrs. W shared a video of the kids doing an assembly 
song/dance regarding the core 4 for PL, as well as class activities on a theme for PL). 

• We are continuing additional enrichment such as the onsite spectrum program; 
additionally, we have expanded our partnership with Iridium who is working with both 
4th and 2nd graders every two weeks. 

• Kids will take the MAP assessments on progress three times a year and there is an 
improved report that will go home to parents to help them understand their progress 

• Morning meetings have been going well to continue with social/emotional learning and 
we are building on the framework from last year 

• Report cards are online and some parents never went online to check it out, so the 
administration will plan to host how-to on this at a Fall PTO meeting to help parents 
know how/where to go to be connected with their kids’ learning and progress. 

Teacher’s Report 

• There is going to be a family fun expo on November 7th around 6p (still finalizing 
time). Changing up the format a bit: working to involve the play60 ambassadors in 4th 
and 5th grades to lead some stations; have outside vendors teach classes on the stage; 
looking for raffle prizes, food donations, sponsors, or teachers; will also be doing a 
chopped style competition focusing on eating colors, picking three items to make food 
art 

• October 7-11 will be the book fair at the library. The theme will be space “land 
yourself in a book.” Decorating will start on October 4th so we will need volunteers to 
help with that and with the actual book sales during the week. 

• Common sense media is something Mrs. W mentioned that is worked by Monique and 
Kerri; They have built a google classroom for digital savvy on these skills and have 
homework assignments occasionally; it is taught once a month. 
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• Adaptive PE Field Day is held in mid-November for students with disabilities so they 
can participate in all the activities without limitations and in a fully accepting 
environment. It takes place at Broad Run for anyone who can’t do normal PE with their 
peers, for the whole Broad Run cluster. The program can provide the programs, but 
not enough shirts for the event, the teachers are looking to see if the PTO can donate 
some money to the event to provide to the event or if the school would consider doing 
a student involvement event to raise money for the occasion. 

Committee Reports 

• Box Tops – Judy (current 5th and 2nd grader) 
o We have a huge bag from the end of last year, July submission was made for 

$142, also have scanned receipts for $33. Another was submitted today for 
another $210. 

o Will work to do another FB push for scanning and Thursday folders perhaps with 
the sheets that kids can donate on them in October (After Boosterathon but 
before the November expiration of many box tops). Maybe a class competition 
in February pending the Fall success. 

o We have extra recess approved if we meet the $1000 goal for the year 

• Spirit Night – Tracy (current 1st grader at AES) 
o Had a successful first spirit night in September 
o Chick-fil-a on October 7th, the Cow will be here to promote which should help 
o We are still seeking a dinner for the same night as skate night in November – it 

will not be Pomodoro, perhaps Anita’s or one of the Ashburn Eats Park 
restaurants down the road. 

o AR Workshop will be a craft party on December 5th (kids and adults); however, 
that one will not be walk-in, it is pre-register only – we get a boost for 20+ and 
must have 15 to make it work. 

o Looking into the January days off and looking into various ideas for Spring; 
Fuddruckers and Top Golf are on the list. Perhaps a movie night or parent spirit 
night (some activity or beverages or local restaurant, something geared to dads 
too like laser tag or paint ball) 

• ASEP – Meg (current 1st grader at AES) 
o 6 days left for registration – we have 4 solidified; three classes needing one 

student; three classes needing four students. Are working to get the last kids 
in. 

• School Supplies – Christen  
o Sold 240 kits for supplies this year (about 40%) and made over $2000.  
o Push for next year is to work on 1st graders and incoming KG since they’re not 

here or thinking about yet and are our lowest participating groups 

• Terracycle – Christen  
o Education will go to teachers on this process (some were mis-informed) 
o Kids can put pouches in the new boxes made by Melissa and Nicole 

• Skate Night –  
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o Already touched on this 

• WatchDog Dads – Brian 
o 45 dads and students show up on info night 
o Had a bunch of sign-ups already – please be sure to do the volunteer 

background check once you sign up (not sure on the lead time, about a week 
before we can sign up) 

o Shirts were ordered by those who wanted them (still looking for checks from 
those who ordered them) 

o Watch Dog Dads starts on 30 September 

• Spirit Wear – Lanie 
o New ordered spirit wear came in today; will be delivering pre-orders next week 

and then selling the extras. 
o Still clearing out old gear and will start redesign process once quantities are 

low 
o We have the square with us and can take orders if anyone is interested 

Old Business 

• No old business 

New Business 

• Fundraising Project Committee 
o Outdoor classroom project will require some help; Christen will head up the 

committee. Committee will include reinstating the monarch waystation 
accreditation; want it up fast so kids can take advantage of it 

o Purpose is to share status, funds, planning, design, volunteer organization, etc; 
work to make it as maintenance free as possible.  

• Teacher Allotments & Budget Items/Updates 
o Mrs. Rodriguez is not listed as a homeroom teacher so she wasn’t getting a full 

allotment like the other homeroom teachers (she is listed as a specialist). 
o Motion to add $125 to Mrs. Rodriguez teacher allotment to make it $175 instead 

of $50, and to offset that cost by adding $125 to the boosterathon fundraising 
goal (4040); seconded by Anissa; passed unanimously by voice vote.  

o Kim noted that under PTO operations amounts for 5110 & 5210 are flip flopped  
o Motion to change the value of budget item 5110 from $750 to $500 & item 5210 

from $500 to $750; seconded by Anissa; passed unanimously by voice vote  

• Passive Fundraising – Christen  
o This topic was covered in earlier committee reports 

• Halloween Candy Buy Back – Christen 
o Nicole is running this program 
o Halloween is on a Thursday; on the Friday, Wednesday and Thursday after 

Halloween kids can turn in their candy and local dentists will buy it from us as 
a fundraiser for the school. 
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o Will do a follow up to that during the family fun night for any who don’t bring 
it in right after Halloween 

• Open Positions – Christen  
o We are looking for help in the following areas and the PTO board has ideas to 

help those willing to help with these efforts 
▪ Fundraisers 
▪ EOY Social 
▪ 5th Grade Promotion 
▪ MSAAC Representative – now filled 
▪ Webmaster 
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